196            To the Hev. William Mason         [1775

panion to Madame de S^vigne's H6tel de Carnavalet, and
call them my Penseroso and Allegro, Sir Edward was
disappointed at your not revising his pentachord2, for you.
inventors are jealous gods ; but I assured him you had left
town in a very few days after you were with him.

I am to dine on Monday at the Hotel d'Harcourt3. The
town says the father's kingdom is soon to be invaded by
the Spaniards; but the ministers, who certainly ought to
know best, swear it is not true; so to be sure it is not.

1 forgot to tell you that our friend Mrs. D.4 is one of tlx^
warmest admirers of Gray's Life ; but then she is equally
charmed with Mrs. Chapone's writings, and thinks they
will go a great way towards making the Bible fashionable.
She lent them to me, but alas! they could not have so
much effect on me, had I wanted it, for I could not read the
Madam's works themselves,

Have you had your summer, as we have ? The fine
ladies did not dare to ride on the causeway from Wednesday
was se'nnight till last Friday, for fear of being tanned.
We are now relapsed to fires. Adieu.

Yours most devotedly,

aw.

P.S, I like the Hotel d'Harcourt; it has grand air and
a kind of Louis XIV old-fashionhood that pleases me.
There is a large garden and new parterre, and we want
some treiUage if the Irish Exchequer would afford it. Lord
N. says Oxford pouts at you as well as Cambridge. Lord

2  An iasferament invented by Sir     myself lately with Mr. Mason's ptib-
Edward Walpole.                                Hcation of Mr, Gray's Memoirs and

3  Harcourt House, ni Cavendish     liked them extreamly.   Mr. Masoxx's
Square.                                               zeal for his friend is very amiable.'

* Doubtless Mrs. Delany, -who was     Mrs, Delany was also an admirer of

on very friendly terms with both     the works of Mrs. Hester Chapono

Mason and Walpole. She wrote to her     (1727-1801), n6e Mulso, authoress of

brother, Mr. G-ranville (apparently     Letters  on the Improvement of the

in the year 1776), ' I have amused     Mind.as it was from the pretensions     to him; he would, have retained Ids
